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A shallow river crossing, Traverse des Sioux was 

a gathering place for thousands of years. When 

European settlers first came to Minnesota, they 

traded information and ideas here with Dakota 

hunters. It was also the site of the 1851 Treaty of 

Traverse des Sioux where the upper bands of the 

Dakota nation ceded about half of present-day 

Minnesota to the U.S. government in exchange 

for promises of cash, goods, education and a 

reservation. Today, visitors can walk trails along 

the 10,000-year-old Minnesota River Valley and 

learn about Dakota culture. The nearby Treaty 

Site History Center provides information about 

treaties, the fur trade and Dakota culture.

The Minnesota Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the Nicollet 
County Historical Society, which manages this site.

“The Indians wanted to live as they did 
before the Treaty of Traverse des Sioux—
go where they pleased...hunt game 
wherever they could find it, sell their furs 
to the traders and live as they could.” 
Wanbditanka (Big Eagle), Mdewakanton, 1894

Wabasa Village 
Near Morton 

Chief Wabasa (Wabasha) was a leader of the 

Mdewakanton band of Dakota. His community 

originally lived along the lower Mississippi River 

around Winona, but moved seasonally as far north 

as Fort Snelling.

After the Treaty of 1851, Chief Wabasa moved 

his people to the newly formed reservation and 

lived in small villages along the Minnesota River. 

A marker near Morton identifies where Wabasa’s 

band moved in 1853 after ceding millions of acres 

to the U.S. government. Wabasa and his people 

were expelled from Minnesota, even though he 

had opposed the war.

“You have said you are sorry to see my 
young men engaged still in their foolish 
dances.  I am sorry.... It is because their 
hearts are sick. They don’t know whether 
these lands are to be their home or not.” 
Chief Wabasa to Bishop Henry Whipple
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Call: 888-601-3010  Stop #02  
Listen to perspectives on the treaty 
signings of 1851 and 1858 and their  
lasting impact.

Call: 888-601-3010  Stop #10  
Learn about early Dakota villages and the 
role of chiefs in community life.

Above: Wabasa, ca. 1858.


